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Year 7 
Home Learning Booklet: 
Project Title: Van Gogh 

& Mark Making 
 
 

Spring Term 21-22 
 
 

“What would life be if we had 
no courage to try anything?” - Van Gogh 

 
 
 

 

 

Name: …………………………………………………….…………...……………….………... Tutor: …………………………………..……….. 
 

Your teacher will refer to the page numbers when setting homework. 

Each page should take approx. 30-60 minutes.  
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Below are two pictures by Vincent Van Gogh. The first is a pre sketch and the sec-

ond is the actual painting called ‘Café Terrace at Night’. He painted it in 1888 using 

oil paints. Can you use at least 5 of the words from your word search to describe the 

differences between the two pictures? Add them to this page. 

My 5 words to describe the 

differences, between these two 

images: 

 

1 

……………………………………………….. 

2 

………………………………………………….

3 

………………………………………………….

4 

………………………………………………….

5 

…………………………………………………. 



3 

Below are some examples of these marks. Using a pencil try some of them out around 
the edge of the page. Which looks lightest/darkest? 

Below is a pen and ink drawing by Vincent Van Gogh that uses many of the hatching 
techniques described above. Fill in the gaps in the second image using the same kind of 

marks that the first image illustrates a to complete the image. 

Mark Making 
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Below is a drawing by Van Gogh that really shows how he used mark marking to create a picture. Can 

you see any ‘Cross Hatching’ ? What about ‘Stippling’ or ‘Jabbing Lines’ ? 

Do your best to copy his image into the empty box. Do this in pencil. Pay attention to the shape of the 

empty sky and how large and wide the shapes need to be to fill the box. 

It is important to comment on the success of your work. Complete these sentences. 
 
 I am really pleased with ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

I could improve…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Fill in this shape with your thoughts about 
Van Gogh’s work, try to use your Art vocabulary.  

Completely fill in this shape with factual  

information about Vincent Van Gogh.  

Use colour to decorate this page. How creative can you be? 



6 

Below are 4 empty boxes. Find 4 different pictures that have been created by using 

mark making. Print them out to fit the boxes and cut and stick them in. Try to in-

clude the name of the artist for each picture. Say why you like each picture?  
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A line drawing is a drawing 

created without adding any 

colour or shading. Just like 

when you trace an image you 

just draw the line of the shape 

Below is a photograph of a landscape. It shows all the usual elements of a picture. Find your own 

detailed landscape and stick it over the top of this one. The image should have lots of detail and 

shading/colour. It should not be a line drawing.  

In the box below draw your found image as a line drawing. This should show the shape but no col-

our and no shading. Try to keep your proportions exact to the found image. Do this in pencil. 
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On the next page of this booklet you are going to draw your landscape again but this time in the style of Vincent Van Gogh. 

To do this you will need to have found a landscape image by Van Gogh that will influence/inspire you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I like this painting by Van Gogh 

as he has used lots of dashes 

and small curved lines to create 

layers of colour. It is called ‘The 

Starry Night’. I am going to 

copy the idea of swirls in the 

sky and the blues and yellows. 

Stick your found Van Gogh landscape here and fill 

In the empty cloud with the name of the image. 

Try to say what influences you will take from the image. 

 

 Below is the image the landscape that I 

would redraw on the last page of my 

booklet (I would draw it to fill the page) 

To the right is a diagram showing how 

I would start to add mark making and 

influences from Vincent Van Gogh. 
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I am really pleased with my landscape picture in the style of Van Gogh. I have learnt how to use mark making and line to 

create a picture. 

I am most happy with 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

If I were to do this again I would improve 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

I spent …………………. minutes on this work. 
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 To do: 
 

 Create your own piece 

of Graphic design show-

ing a bold capital letter. 

 You must include drawn 

images of nature around 

your letter.  

 Try to use a black pen 

and demonstrate your 

mark making skills with-

in your images. 

 Top Tips: 
 

Look at other letter and nature 

graphic designs on the internet 

to inspire you. 
 

Think about your typography, 

what font complements organic 

ideas of nature? 
 

Composition is really important 

in graphic design. Aim to have 

your letter in the centre of your 

page. 

This example of graphic design shows a bold white capital letter placed 

over the top of beautifully drawn leaves, seed heads and vines. 

The letter is hand drawn to create a soft flowing feel to complement 

the theme of nature. The letter has been placed in the centre of the 

composition. 
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Extension task: Use the internet or books to look-up the artwork titled “ Starry Night” by Vincent Van Gogh. See if you can 
colour in the below image using similar colours . Use colouring pencils to complete the image. 

Pressing harder and lighter can create lines and texture similar to Van Gogh. 


