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Welcome to Cams Hill School
I hope you received my letter before the Spring Break confirming your child’s place and giving you key contact
details should you wish to be in touch with the school directly. We are very pleased to be able to offer your child a
place to start with us in September 2019.
Our website, www.camshill.com, contains a wealth of information that you will find extremely useful. Your
communication with us, and vice versa, is so important, especially during this transition phase, and we encourage
and welcome you to be in touch with us to clarify any concerns that you may have so that we can answer your
questions and provide you with reassurance. Our key priority is to ensure that your son/daughter makes the
transition from primary to secondary school with maximum enjoyment and minimum anxiety thus enabling them to
settle in positively and make excellent progress right from the start.
Cams Hill School is a very special place to learn underpinned by the principles identified in four key words: inspire,
nurture, achieve and excel.
At Cams Hill School we aim to ...
… INSPIRE all our pupils through challenging, engaging and enjoyable learning experiences that maximise progress,
achievement, attainment and enjoyment.
… NURTURE and care for pupils in an environment that recognises, supports, advises and guides each and every
individual. Personalised care is vital in ensuring that all pupils feel valued and are therefore able to achieve their
potential.
We strive to ensure that each and every pupil is given opportunities to ...
... ACHIEVE to the highest possible standards. We believe that a strong, academic, educational foundation
provides our pupils with the skills and attributes to progress to life beyond Cams Hill School with confidence and
resilience.
… EXCEL above and beyond expectations. We are proud to challenge, stretch and encourage pupils to understand
that there are no limits. We encourage them to aim high and be confident - to make mistakes, overcome obstacles
and ‘bounce back’ in times of adversity.
I look forward to welcoming you into the Cams Hill School community and thank you in anticipation of your support
over the forthcoming years.
Mrs Gwennan Harrison-Jones, Headteacher

Year 7 Team
From left to right:
Miss Sophie Haynes
Head of Year 7
Mrs Jane Braisher
Assistant Head of Year 7

Meet the Year 7 Team!
The move to secondary school is an exciting and important step in every young person’s life– it’s a huge opportunity. Many
Year 6 pupils are feeling absolutely ready for this new challenge and can’t wait to get started. Others are feeling a little
wobbly about leaving primary school where they have felt happy and secure. Whether your child is raring to go or nervous
about going forward, the change is going to happen and we are here to support each pupil at every stage of their journey.
This journey starts well before September. Your child will have the opportunity to spend time with us at our Induction Days
on either 4 and 5 July 2019 or 12 July 2019 These days are designed for pupils to get to know each other and members of
staff, familiarise themselves with their new learning environment and have a taster of an exciting range of lessons. During the
transition days, we hope to reassure, enthuse and inspire pupils so they feel confident about joining us in September and to
welcome everyone into our school community. We want our new pupils to feel happy about coming to Cams Hill School.
The tutors in Year 7 are extremely important people. They meet with pupils every day and they are the first person the pupil
should approach for help with any difficulties or questions. It is the tutor’s job to keep an overview of how each child in their
tutor group is settling into Cams Hill School and to support them as they find their feet. They are also the person whom
parents/carers should contact for day-to-day enquiries from the start of term in September. Before September, should you
need to contact the Year 7 Team, please do so via the office@camshill.com email address or on 01329 231641.

Buddies
A group of Year 9 pupils will be carefully chosen to be ‘buddies’ for
the Year 7 pupils. Their job is to help our new pupils settle in—they
aim to help Year 7 love their first year at Cams Hill School and feel
totally comfortable. The buddies will help Year 7 pupils to find their
way around the school and to understand our routines and
systems. Buddies are assigned to each tutor group and become
familiar faces among the older pupils around the school, helping
new pupils to feel welcome. They also run lunchtime clubs, help
with homework, run a paired-reading scheme, assist with
friendship issues, advise pupils on how to sort out minor problems,
make teachers seem less scary, find lost PE kits… the list is endless!

Making the Transition from Primary to Secondary
School Links

Enhanced Transition

The Year 7 Team have already started the process by getting in
touch with Year 6 teachers to find out more about our new
pupils as individuals. Year 6 teachers pass on assessment
information and—perhaps more importantly—tell us about
pupils’ talents, passions, achievements and worries.

Some pupils need a little more help in making the move from
primary school to secondary school. For these pupils, we run a
programme of enhanced transition led by Mrs Braisher. The
form this takes is personalised to the pupil and their needs.

Next, we will make visits to speak to pupils in our three
curriculum-linked primary schools, Harrison, Uplands and
Wicor, and we always aim to visit the other schools where there
are a number of pupils coming to Cams Hill in September. Our
presentation talks pupils through a typical day in the life of a
Year 7 pupil. Our transition mentors (current Year 7 pupils) will
help us and aim to answer pupils questions about Cams Hill
School.



Special Educational Needs



Pupil wellbeing, including anxiety about change



Home and family circumstances



Concerns at primary school



Pupils who are the only person from their primary
school coming to Cams Hill in September

We use all of the information given to us by primary school
teachers to create tutor groups that are completely mixed, with
a good gender balance, a full range of ability and a mix of pupils
from different primary schools. If primary school teachers tell us
about serious issues between pupils, we try to put these pupils
into different tutor groups. However, we do not take into
account ‘best friends’ and do not guarantee that pupils will be
placed in a group with their closest friends. Pupils will meet the
members of their tutor group on the Induction Days in July and
will have the chance to make lots of new friends as well as meet
up with other friends at break and lunch time.

This might be linked to:

Some of the ways we aim to support pupils who need that little
extra help include quiet visits to the school out of hours to help
soothe nerves and familiarise anxious pupils with the school,
small group visits for pupils coming to Cams Hill alone before
the main Induction Days so there are some friendly faces in the
crowd, and appointments for parents/carers and pupils to
meet with Mr Haines, our SENCo, to talk through SEN issues.
However, these are just examples and we will do all we can to
ensure that the bespoke provision we make suits the needs of
the individual. Please contact us if you would like to discuss

enhanced transition.

Links with Home
We are keen to ensure that parents/
carers have the opportunity to speak
to us about their children and to raise
issues that might affect how pupils
settle in at Cams Hill School.
If there is anything you would like to
talk to us about—big or small—please
get in touch. This might be because
you feel that your child is particularly
anxious about starting at Cams Hill,
has specific medical or dietary
requirements, or because of a concern
between pupils that your child’s
primary school teachers might not

necessarily know about (e.g. a serious
friendship issue with a pupil who
attends a different primary school).
We are also running a series of
‘clinics’ in the afternoon from 16.0018.00 when parents/carers can have
a 15-minute appointment to chat
with one of the Year 7 team in
person.
Clinic Dates:


Wednesday 22 May 2019



Thursday 23 May 2019

You can make an appointment by email
or by phone via reception:
office@camshill.com / 01329 231641
If you know that you will need a
longer appointment, please let us
know.

Tutor Time
Tutors are responsible for helping the pupils in their tutor group settle into Cams Hill School and become valued members of the
school community. They will make sure that pupils know the school rules and how to handle themselves well in school, whether
that be through organising themselves, dealing with friendships, coping with different teachers—all of the little issues that arise
daily on starting secondary school.
If you need to get in touch with the school once term starts, your child’s form tutor should be your first point of contact over any
issues or concerns you would like to raise. They may deal with the issue themselves or they may pass your concerns on to the
right person. The tutor will also keep you informed and seek support from you over any day-to-day issues causing concern in
school.
During tutor time, pupils will have a weekly programme of activities such as assemblies, PDL lessons, Numeracy Ninjas, DEAR
(Drop Everything and Read) and team-building activities with the other members of the tutor group. Pupils will also participate
in our programme of caring for the school environment, taking it in turns to help ensure that the school site is tidy. Our ‘Buddies’
will attend tutor time most days so that they really get to know the members of the tutor group and can assist the pupils and the
tutor with routines and procedures.

Lockers
The ‘tutor base’ is the classroom where tutor time is spent every day.
For most tutor groups, this is where their lockers will be based,
although some lockers will be outside classrooms due to space
constraints. Each pupil will be offered the use of a locker, which will
cost £5 rental for the year. It is very useful to have a locker because
pupils will often have quite a lot to carry. Anything that is left in
lockers is left at the owner’s risk and it is the family’s responsibility to
supply a secure padlock. These need to have a loop of 5-7mm
thickness (slimmer loops do not stop the lock from turning and mean
that the locker is not secure). We now recommend key padlocks
which are tamper-proof. Pupils are responsible for looking after their
own keys, however, they may wish to leave a spare with their Tutor.

Sanctions (Actions and Consequences)
One of the first things that pupils always ask us about is the ‘detention system’: sanctions in secondary school are different from
those in primary school and therefore exercise a certain fascination. We operate a good behaviour system of actions and
consequences that includes both rewards for the behaviour and attitude we value and impositions, where necessary, for
behaviour that does not live up to our expectations. These impositions include but are not limited to lunchtime and after school
detentions. If your child is issued with a detention, you will be notified by text message and/or email from the school. This
message will give you brief details of the incident and the date, and timings of the detention. We aim to give you at least twentyfour hours notice of any after school detentions so that you can adjust your arrangements as necessary. The school does not
require parents’/carers’ permission to issue impositions.

The Curriculum at Cams Hill School
Broad and Balanced
We aim to give all of our pupils a wide-ranging and exciting timetable that includes many different subjects and skills, some of
which they will never have studied before. Many pupils will be used to Literacy and Numeracy lessons every day at primary
school and will be surprised—perhaps, at first, even a little overwhelmed—by the range of different subjects they will study in a
week. This is one of the most exciting things about coming to secondary school: seeing how many doors pupils can open.
Pupils will study:


English



Art



Maths



Drama



Science



Physical Education



A Modern Foreign Language





History

Personal Development Learning
(PDL)



Geography



Religious Studies



Music





Computing/Business and ICT

Design and Technology, which
includes:


Product Design



Food and Nutrition



Graphics



Resistant Materials



Textiles

On top of the core curriculum at Cams Hill School pupils are expected to attend 10-hours of co-curricular provision (after
school activities e.g clubs, PE fixtures etc) and engage in 5-hours of community support (outside school) per term.

Modern Foreign Languages
At Cams Hill School there is a strong tradition of language learning and all pupils in Year 7
study a language.
We offer our pupils either French or Spanish. If you have a strong preference for your child
to learn a particular language, please contact us in writing, giving reasons for your choice,
by Monday 3 June 2019 at the latest. We do our best to accommodate parents’ requests
for choice of language.

Looking Ahead to GCSE
While this is unlikely to be a priority just yet, it is worth looking ahead to GCSE choices. Pupils currently make ‘guided choices’ in
Year 9 for the subjects they will study at KS4. We aim to support pupils to follow their passions while guiding them to make the
choices of GCSE courses that will open the most doors to them for further and higher education. We also take into account
guidance from the government when designing the KS4 curriculum, which is refreshed every year to make the most of new
opportunities for pupils. Currently, pupils at KS4 study a ‘core’ set of GCSEs, which includes English Language, English Literature,
Mathematics, Triple or Combined Science and Religious Studies. The ‘core’ also includes compulsory PE and PDL lessons, which
do not necessarily lead to GCSE qualifications. Pupils currently have three ‘guided choices’, which include a choice of History,
Geography or Language for all pupils and two other choices. This is, of course, subject to change over the next three years but
will give you an idea of the way the whole curriculum works as your child embarks on the first of their five years of education at
Cams Hill School.

Clubs and Extra-Curricular Activities
There is a huge range of activities and clubs on offer at Cams Hill School—there really is something for everyone. The
programme is updated termly so pupils will have to wait and see what the timetable of clubs will be in September, but here are
just a few of the clubs and activities currently on offer:



Year 7 Choir



Art Enrichment



Study Club



Chess Club



Volleyball



Computer Games Club



Coding Club



Maths Homework Club



Year 7 Cams Youth Theatre



Morning Fitness



Year 7 Science Club



Cross Country



Dance Club



Rock Club



Tennis



Athletics



Year 7 Rounders



Year 7 Girls Football

Music at Cams Hill School
Instrumental and Vocal Music Lessons
Cams Hill School has a vibrant musical life and pupils are supported to
develop into confident performers and composers through excellent
music learning experiences. Our dynamic Music Department teaches
instrumental music, singing and music theory lessons to over 170 pupils
and runs a huge range of ensemble groups, from the Show Choir to the
Concert Band, as well as offering pupils the opportunity to shine in our
popular musical events, for example from the Christmas Concert to the
Jazz Café.
Music lessons have also been proven to help develop higher order
thinking skills that are essential across the curriculum and listening skills
that are essential in life.
We encourage any pupil who is interested in the possibility of beginning
or continuing to learn a musical instrument or singing to take up the opportunity of lessons at Cams Hill School. Instrumental
and singing lessons are 30-minutes long and take place in school time on a strict rotation so that pupils do not miss the same
lesson on too many occasions. Pupils can expect to share the lesson with up to three pupils, although the majority of the time
lessons are delivered to individuals or pairs. Pupils who are attending instrumental and/or singing lessons are expected to take
part in after-school or lunch-time extra curricular activities where further instruction is given.
Prices with regard to instrumental/singing lessons will follow at the start of the school year. Please complete the attached
form indicating which instrumental/singing lessons your child would want to take up in order to support our planning of
provision for the coming year.

Instruments Your Child May Be Able to Study at Cams Hill
 Violin

 Piano

 Viola

 Electric Keyboard

 Cello

 Clarinet

 Drum Kit

 Flute

 Guitar

 Saxophone

 Euphonium/Tuba

 Voice (singing)

 Trumpet

 Music Theory

 Tenor Horn
 Cornet

Food at Cams Hill School
Catering
Our kitchens produce a range of delicious food daily; all of our food is freshly prepared on site. Hot dinners and ‘Meal Deals’,
including vegetarian options, can be purchased from the Dining Hall, where pupils can also buy a range of snacks such as panini,
pizza, sandwiches, cake and biscuits, or select from the salad bar. Quick snack options are also available to purchase from the
Kiosk. The Dining Hall is also open from 07.45 for breakfast, including croissants, pancakes, bacon sandwiches etc.

Sample Meal Deals
Beef and vegetable pie, creamed potato, peas and carrots
Chicken stir fry with noodles
Roast dinner
Chunky Quorn chilli with rice
All-day breakfast
The meal deal currently costs just £2.30 and includes a main course
and a dessert. Drinks are sold separately.

Cashless Catering
Cams Hill School operates a cashless catering system. Each child has an account that can
be topped up online or via a machine in school and can pay for items in the Dining Hall
and the Kiosk without cash. This means shorter queues and quicker service, as well as
giving parents/carers the facility to check their child’s account and track their purchases
of food. On our website, www.camshill.com, you will find details of how to pay online.
This system uses biometrics and a ‘digital fingerprint signature’. This is not the same as a visual image of a fingerprint—while
pupils’ fingerprints are scanned, they are then converted into a mathematical algorithm and the image of the fingerprint is
deleted. This means that the scanner at the till points can recognise your child’s fingerprint but that there is no way this
information can be used for any other type of identification purposes. The information that is stored by the system is only in the
form of numbers and it cannot be converted back into an image of a fingerprint. In this way, your child’s fingerprint is kept
totally secure and cannot be used by other agencies. The information will be deleted when your child leaves Cams Hill School.
We will be scanning pupils’ fingerprints during the Induction Days, which will mean that you can top up their account ready for
them to use it from the beginning of term in September. You have to give your permission for this by completing the
Biometrics Opt-In Form attached to this email. Please be aware that, while pupils will be given a one-off opportunity to
purchase food with cash on the Induction Days, they will not be able to purchase food in school without having a fingerprint scan
and an account set up once term starts in September.
Please complete the form enclosed with this pack and return it to school by Monday 3 June 2019.

PE and Sport at Cams Hill School
Something for Everyone!
PE at Cams Hill has a fantastic reputation with pupils competing
regularly at local, regional and national level. Our dedicated and
talented PE department run lessons, clubs and teams in almost any
sport you can think of…



Football



Rugby



Netball



Handball



Basketball



Athletics



Cricket



Rounders



Softball



Tennis



Cross-country



Fitness



Gymnastics

… and Sports Day!

Induction Days—Either Thursday 4 and Friday 5 July
2019 or Friday 12 July 2019
All Year 6 pupils will have the opportunity to spend two days at Cams Hill School on Thursday 4 and Friday 5 July 2019 or one
day, Friday 12 July 2019 for Harrison Road pupils who are unable to attend on the 4 and 5 July 2019 . On these days, pupils will
be introduced to their tutor groups for Year 7 and will take part in a range of lessons and activities to give them a flavour of
Cams Hill School life.

Timings of the Day
On all three days pupils should arrive in school at 08.45. Please note that this is later than the usual start to the school day
(pupils will need to arrive in school by 08.20 in September). The day ends at 15.15.

Drop-off and Pick-up
We know that a large number of parents like to drop
their children off for Induction Days— and it is a big
occasion so we are keen to support this. However, we
know from experience that this can cause delays in the
car park and at the traffic lights due to higher than
usual numbers of cars. Wherever possible, we ask you
to drop pupils off on foot or to park your cars further
away. You should bring your child to Main Reception
to sign in.
Please agree an after-school meeting place with your
child in the morning to avoid confusion and anxiety in
the afternoon. If you live nearby and would like your
child to walk to school and home again independently,
please arrange this with your child.

What to wear and what to bring (and most importantly—lunch!)
Pupils should wear their primary school uniform and should bring pens/pencils etc. plus trainers for PE. Pupils will be able to
purchase a special meal deal lunch for £2.30 on each day, experiencing both the dining hall and the atrium snack kiosk; drinks
and snacks etc. will cost more. We hope that the majority of pupils will take this opportunity to try out the school food, even if
planning to bring packed lunches in September. If you complete and return the enclosed form giving your permission for
pupils’ fingerprints to be scanned ready for the cashless payment system, they will be able to learn to use this system during
the Induction Days. If you have not sent back the permission form prior to the Induction Days, pupils will still be able to
purchase food with cash on the days.

What will the days be like?
On the Induction Days pupils will be given the chance to try out a range of secondary-style lessons, including a number of
subjects that they might not have studied at primary school. Pupils will also experience assembly and tutor time, including
some ice-breaker activities to help them get to know one another.
The Year 7 Team will teach pupils to deal with elements of secondary school life ready for September so that they can make a
flying start. Cams Hill School is much bigger than any local primary schools, with approximately 1200 pupils, 120 staff and a
large site, so pupils will be taught to find their way around using our school map and use a timetable so that they are able to
find their way to lessons on time. They will learn all about our expectations so that there are no surprises in September.

Summer Activities Week
19—23 August 2019
09.30-15.30
£30 per day · £125 for the week
We will be running our annual Summer Activities Week for pupils who will be
starting Year 7 at Cams Hill School in September. It is a fantastic way for pupils
to build up their confidence before starting school—they will find their way
around the school site, meet some of their teachers-to-be, get to know each
other and make friends with pupils from other primary schools. This means that
those pupils who have attended Activities Week will instantly spot friendly faces
in the crowd on the first day of term.
There are approximately 80 places available on the Activities Week and there
can be competition for places so a swift reply using the reply slip which is being
sent under a separate letter is advised—the sooner you apply, the better.
Children can be dropped off at school from 08.30 each day, with activities
starting from 09.30. We will be offering exciting activities from a range of
subjects.
Example of a day (each day will be different and the programme is subject to change):
08.30-09.30*

Arrival at Cams Hill School

09.30-10.30

Session 1- Rounders

10.30-11.30

Session 2 - Art

11.30-11.45

Break

11.45-12.45

Session 3 - Cooking

12.45-1345

Session 4- Puzzle solving

13.45-14.15

Lunch

14.15-15.30

Session 5 - Football

15.30-16.30*

Departure

*Please note that 08.30-09.30 and 15.30-16.30 will be supervised time during which pupils may arrive and depart but planned
activity sessions start at 09.30 and finish at 15.30.
Children should bring a packed lunch each day. They should also bring with them sufficient water, sun cream and a hat to
protect themselves throughout the day.
Please return the reply slip and a cheque for the appropriate amount by Monday 3 June 2019. If you would like further information, please contact school on 01329 231641 or email office@camshill.com for the attention of Miss J Hale (CLTA).

Cycling to School
Pupils who wish to cycle to school must be
issued with a Cams Hill School Cycle Permit.
If your son or daughter has a Bikeability
Certificate (Level 2 or above), please
complete the application form enclosed in
this pack and bring it to Cams Hill School
Main Reception together with the Bikeability
Certificate (this will be returned to you). They
will then be issued with a Cycle Permit. Please
note that pupils must not cycle to school until
they have received their permit.
Pupils’ bicycles must be maintained in a safe
and roadworthy condition—this is the
responsibility of the parent/carer and the
pupil. Periodically, bicycles will be checked for
safety and parents/carers will be notified
about defective bicycles.
We have lockable bike sheds at school and we make every effort to provide security for bicycles. However, bicycles are not
covered under the school’s insurance and we advise parents/carers to take out appropriate insurance cover. Pupils must also
bring a suitable bicycle lock and take responsibility for locking their bicycle up securely each day in one of the bicycle shelters.
Pupils must wear a correctly fitted cycle helmet and must have a working white front light and a working red rear light when
visibility is poor in the winter, in addition to the reflectors that are supplied with a bicycle.
In addition, we recommend that pupils also wear reflective clothing when riding their bicycle in lower visibility, particularly in
the winter months.
We reserve the right to withdraw the Cycle Permit from any pupil who ignores these conditions or who rides in a reckless or
unsafe way. Pupils will also be given a sanction if they are seen cycling without a helmet.

Safety and Equipment Check
Parents/carers/carers must confirm that they have checked that each part of their child’s bicycle is in good working order.








Front tyre
Rear tyre
Front brake
Rear brake
Saddle
Chain
Gears

Pupils must also own:
 Cycle helmet
 Reflective clothing (e.g. material on back pack or jacket)
 Front and rear lamp
 Reflector (on bicycle)
 Good quality cycle lock

Cams Hill School Uniform
Pupils at Cams Hill School wear their uniform with pride and the school expects pupils to be very smartly presented. Our royal
blue blazers with the school logo are recognisable in the local area and pupils represent the school while in uniform, showing
the courtesy and respect to members of the public while out and about that we—and you—would expect and are proud of in
our pupils.
Our school uniform is designed to be smart, practical and easily obtainable. The suppliers for uniform are:


Skoolkit (149 West Street, Fareham)

Uniform (except school blazer) may be purchased from alternative suppliers e.g Marks and Spencer or Next, as long as it is of
the correct style and colour as detailed below and on our website.
You can also purchase nearly-new uniform items from the school and these are available to view Wednesday 15.15-15.45 .

Correct Uniform
Please refer to the website for full details
 School blazer with badge from Skoolkit—
sleeves not rolled up
 School tie—four stripes visible below the
knot
 White shirt, long or short sleeved, no
button down collars or open necks—top
button done up, tucked in at the waist
 Any T-shirt or vest worn under shirt is
white and therefore invisible
 Dark Grey pleated knee length skirt
 Dark Grey trousers regular or slim fit.
Length to touch shoes when standing
 Plain black (not white) socks
 Plain black tights over 40 denier
 Plain black, low-heeled shoes (max. 5cm)
in sensible ‘school-shoe’ styles—not boot
style, trainer style or fashion style.
Some examples of appropriate styles of shoes for school that fit the uniform guidelines:
polished, sensible and smart school shoes

Trainer-style shoes with cup soles
are not school uniform at Cams Hill

GIRLS

SUPPLIER

BOYS

SUPPLIER

Royal Blue Blazer
(Embroidered with School logo)

Skoolkit

Royal Blue Blazer
(Embroidered with School logo)

Skoolkit

Shirts
(White long sleeve collared
or white short sleeve collared)
To be straight edged not fitted

Trousers
Regular or Slim Fit, Full
Length, touching shoe when
standing, with creases and be
loose fitting,
(NOT skinny fit )

Skirt
Dark Grey Pleated and knee length

School Tie

Skoolkit
Marks & Spencer
Next
Skoolkit
Girls Shaped Leg or Slim Fit
Eco Trouser
Colour Grey
Marks & Spencer
Colour Grey

Skoolkit
Girls Davenport Style Skirt
Colour Grey
Girls Charleston Style Skirt
Colour Grey
Skoolkit

Shirts
(White long sleeve collared
or white short sleeve collared)
To be straight edged not fitted

Trousers
Regular or Slim Fit, Full
Length, touching shoe
when standing, with
creases and be loose
fitting,
(NOT skinny fit )

School Tie

Skoolkit
Marks & Spencer
Next

Skoolkit
Boys Trousers
ST2 Slim Style Senior Trousers
Colour Grey
Marks & Spencer
Colour Dark Grey
Next
Colour Dark Grey

Skoolkit

Embroidered Navy Blue Sweater
(Optional)

Skoolkit

Embroidered Navy Blue Sweater
(Optional)

Skoolkit

Embroidered Navy Blue Cardigan
(Optional)

Skoolkit

Embroidered Navy Blue
Cardigan (Optional)

Skoolkit

Shoes
Plain black. Low heel (maximum
height of heel 5cm), which must fully
cover the heel and toes
Socks
Black Ankle Socks

Shoes
Plain black. Low heel (maximum
height of heel 5cm), which must
fully cover the heel and toes
Socks
Black Ankle Socks

PE Skort ZR60
Royal/Royal/Gold

Skoolkit

PE Top ZR20
Royal/Royal/Gold Embroidered

Skoolkit

PE Zip Top B250
Royal/Gold/White Embroidered

Skoolkit

PE Zip Top B250
Royal/Gold/White Embroidered

Skoolkit

Royal/Gold 3 Band H403 Socks

Skoolkit

Royal/Gold 3 Band H403 Socks

Skoolkit

Optional PE Navy Tracksuit bottoms
must be completely plain—no logo or
patterns
PE Navy or Black leggings—no logo
or patterns

PE Shorts ZR50
Royal/Royal/Gold
PE Top ZR20
Royal/Royal/Gold Embroidered

Optional PE Navy Tracksuit
bottoms must be completely
plain—no logo or patterns

Skoolkit

Skoolkit

Additional Equipment for School
Basics: Pupils should always bring pens, pencils, ruler, rubber,
Maths equipment etc. in their bags so they are ready for lessons.

In addition to their everyday uniform and PE kit, pupils will also need
the following compulsory clothing/equipment:


A workshop/lab coat for Design and Technology and Science
lessons (white or navy blue)



Apron or large, old, plain shirt for use as a cover-up in Art lessons



PE equipment:





Studded boots—compulsory for rugby and football



Trainers with non-marking soles and shoe laces for indoor
sports



Shin pads—essential for football and hockey



Gum shield (personally moulded to fit each individual
child’s mouth securely) - essential for rugby and hockey

Clean, soft shoes that have not been worn outside for Drama
lessons (e.g. plimsolls, clean indoor trainers)

Religious Beliefs and Dress
Cams Hill is an inclusive
school.
The
school
recognises and respects the
right and requirement for
pupils to follow religious
beliefs and practice with
regard to clothing and
appearance, for example,
for males to wear a turban
or skull cap and for females
to be modestly dressed and
to have the head covered
with the wearing of a
headscarf but not to wear a
garment that covers the
face.

Jewellery, Make-Up and
Hair Styles
Pupils are not allowed to wear any jewellery except
a pair of plain gold or silver studs in pierced ears.
These may only be worn in the lobe
of the ears and there may be no more than one
per ear.
Hairstyles should be plain, smart and simple. Hair
should not be dyed an unnatural colour or cut into
an ‘extreme’ style (for school purposes, this includes
any shaved style shorter than grade 2 or with any
distinct step or shaved pattern. Multiple small plaits
are also not allowed). Pupils should not wear fancy
hair accessories.
Year 7 and 8 pupils are not allowed to wear any
make-up.

Digital Communication and ICT at Cams
ICT and the Internet

Mobile Phones and Devices

Pupils are expected to treat others with respect at all times
and to avoid doing anything that might damage the good
reputation of the school, including over the Internet.

We recognise that many parents/carers wish their child to
carry a mobile phone for safety and convenience. However,
Cams Hill School does not allow mobile phones or other
devices to be used during the school day. Research proves
that they can disrupt learning and lead to increased incidence
of bullying.

Pupils are welcome to use computers in the school ICT
suites for any school or learning related activities as long as
a member of staff is present. There are computers in the
Library that pupils may use for homework or for printing
out work.
Pupils must keep their password to the school network a
secret. They should report it straight away to a member of
staff if they believe that someone else is logging on
pretending to be them because pupils will be held
responsible for everything done on any computer logged in
under their name.
Pupils may not change the ways the computers are set up
and must respect the school’s equipment, reporting any
problems with the equipment straight away.
The Internet is provided in school for pupils to use in
support of their learning. Pupils are responsible for their
own good behaviour on the Internet, just as they are in a
classroom, playground or corridor. They are allowed to use
the Internet as part of their learning as directed by their
teachers but should not use chat rooms except as part of a
learning forum and must not purposely visit sites that
attempt to bypass the school filtering and security systems.
Pupils are not allowed to use computers to play games
during lessons—this will result in the loss of access to the
Internet in school for two weeks.
Using the Internet is an excellent way of researching a
topic and finding information. However, pupils must be
careful not to plagiarise someone else’s work from the
Internet by copying and pasting without identifying where
the work has come from. They must not pretend that
something they have found on the Internet is their own
work.
The school uses ‘Impero’ software to monitor appropriate
use of the Internet on school computers.

If a pupil brings a mobile device into school, it is their
responsibility to keep it switched off, safe and out of sight. If
a pupil is seen or heard using their mobile device during the
day, it will be confiscated and placed in the school safe. We
will assume that any mobile device brought into school by a
pupil is the property of that pupil and therefore the
confiscation of the device is the sanction for the improper use
of that device. The confiscated device will be kept in the
school safe for three days.
Parents/carers will be informed that the device has been
confiscated. The school has a basic mobile phone that can be
lent to pupils if theirs has been confiscated and parents/
carers are concerned about their safety and contactability on
the way home from school. This will only be issued, by
agreement, on a case by case basis.

School Email
All pupils are given a school email account. This facility is
‘safe’ and frequently checked. It is intended to help pupils to
do school work and keep track of their homework, or to get in
touch with school staff in an appropriate way.

Working positively together
A successful school needs a great relationship between school, pupils and parents/carers where everyone
plays their part in a positive way.

High Expectations
Ready. Respectful. Safe
Our pupils are polite, respectful, confident and friendly—they make us
proud every day. Our expectations of positive behaviour are very high. We
expect all pupils to:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Act with courtesy and show respect towards others at all times
Show a positive attitude towards learning and work
Be proud of their work and do their best
Take pride in their appearance and wear their uniform correctly
Actively look after the environment of the school
Tell the truth and take responsibility for their own actions
Challenge themselves to excel
Be kind; be patient; be happy

When pupils know that they are coming to Cams Hill School, one of the first
questions they always ask us is about detentions—they want to know what
will happen if they step out of line. It is one of the things that is very
different from most primary schools. While we do issue detentions for a
range of misdemeanours, we don't want pupils to worry about these in
advance.
Our best advice in any situation is to follow the 8 golden rules above. If any
pupil finds that they have managed to get themselves into trouble,
particularly if this is through misunderstanding or struggling with some
aspect of life in a much larger, more complicated school environment,
making sure that they are honest, taking responsibility and speaking
respectfully is always the best way to handle things in order to try to put
things right.
Problems primarily arise if pupils try to avoid taking responsibility for their
own behaviour—for example, if they have been talking in class and are told
off for this, there should be no further issue if they respond with a quick
‘sorry’—or even just a smile—and stop talking, whereas if they start
arguing or trying to blame others, they can make the situation worse.
Teachers are ready to listen to pupils and are prepared to be patient as
new Year 7 pupils adapt to life at Cams Hill. We expect our pupils to do
their best to behave with maturity and rise to the occasion. Everyone who

is already part of the Cams Hill School community will help them to do
this.

Support from Home
Support from home is vital and we know that
when parents and carers support the school in its
demands of honesty, courtesy, kindness, hard
work and respect, pupils try so much harder to
meet those high standards—and flourish so much
more in school because of the efforts they make.
There are ways you can support your child in
school: ensuring good attendance and
punctuality;
supporting
self-organisation,
completing homework and meeting deadlines;
informing the school of any concerns or problems
that might affect your child’s life at school;
attending parent-teacher consultation events and,
finally, being prepared to discuss concerns openly
and positively with school staff when necessary.

Keeping Track
Pupils earn credits for all their hard work in lessons and positive
behaviour around the school. These credits allow pupils, parents
and teachers to keep track of how well they are doing. Credits
count towards rewards and recognition—pupils may earn awards,
be invited to afternoon tea with the Year 7 Team or even to
#hotchocFriday with the Headteacher. There is serious
competition between tutor groups to earn the most credits as a
team!

Pupils with the highest number of credits in each year group
are invited for a hot chocolate with the Head each week

We use an app called ClassCharts to record and
reward pupils’ behaviour, attitude to learning, effort
and contributions to the school community. When
your child joins the school, you will be sent a letter
with a personalised log in code for ClassCharts and we
ask all parents and pupils to sign up. If you sign up for
the ClassCharts app, which is suitable for android or
Apple devices, you will be able to see in real time
when your child is given a credit. It will also allow you
to see any negatives that your child incurs in class or
around the school so that you can get a very clear
picture of both positives and negatives and be kept
fully up to date with events from daily school life.

Homework
Homework is also set through ClassCharts, which means that you and your child will be able to see online what homework has
been set and when that work is due to be handed in to their teachers. Teachers post details of the work to be completed
together with copies of resources such as worksheets, powerpoints from lessons and weblinks to information or explanations,
helping to avoid those ‘I don’t know what I’ve got to do!’ conversations. Teachers also give an estimate of how long the
homework is expected to take—if you find that your child is regularly taking much longer than the specified time or is rattling
through the work very quickly, please get in touch to let the teacher know about this.
Learning to organise themselves to complete homework on time and hand it in to the right person on the right day is one of
the early challenges of secondary school for many pupils. As a rule of thumb, pupils should receive one or two pieces of
homework per day and should not be given homework to be completed overnight for the next day; this means that they
should be able to plan ahead around family life and hobbies. Some homework pieces will take longer than others and not all
subjects set homework weekly. Because we set homework that is intended to enhance and extend the learning from lessons,
rather than setting homework for homework’s sake, there will not always be a perfectly regular load of homework and some
weeks may be busier than others. Pupils will rapidly learn to cope and if they are struggling, their tutors will be ready to help
them to organise themselves. As well as ClassCharts, pupils will also be issued with a planner, where they can write down
notes about the work they have to do and keep track of their timetable.

Marking, Feedback and Assessment at Cams Hill School:
Feedback or Feed Forward?
The practical organisation of secondary school life is significantly
different from primary school. At primary school pupils are usually
taught by one main teacher who knows them very well because they
see them daily. At secondary school, pupils will see five different
teachers every day and for some subjects will only have one lesson a
week. Equally, teachers will see up to five different classes of pupils per
day, meaning that a teacher might teach 150 pupils in a single day. This
means that marking and feedback at secondary school will necessarily
be different from pupils’ previous experience at primary school, which
may take a little getting used to—for pupils and parents alike.

Marking may not always look like this at Cams Hill School

At Cams Hill School, we have undertaken some research into different forms of marking and feedback and their impact on
pupils’ progress; the findings of this research suggest that high quality verbal feedback has just as much impact as written
feedback when helping pupils to move forward. Our new Assessment, Marking and Feedback policy asks teachers to use a wide
range of assessment, marking and feedback strategies, in addition to—and often instead of—traditional written marking in
exercise books. This is because we aim not just to feed back, but to feed forward: we use what we see in pupils’ work to plan for
the next steps in their learning.
In some subjects, feedback may be predominantly verbal and ‘live’, given on the work pupils are doing in lesson at the time they
are doing it. Sometimes, teachers may take in exercise books and read through pupils’ work without writing any notes in the
books: if they do this, they will be using their reading of pupils’ work to identify any common misconceptions and the skills that
individuals or groups need to work on in order to inform their planning for lessons. Other strategies that teachers may use
include, but are not limited to: low-stakes tests; multiple choice questions; discussions with individuals on ways to improve their
work; feedback to the whole class on work completed; setting group tasks that address areas of difficulty or stretch and
challenge those who have completed the core learning; listening to pupils reading aloud or presenting their work verbally; using
planned questions to assess pupils’ understanding in class; using codes or symbols to link to personalised targets—as well, of
course, as marking written assessments and providing written feedback on carefully selected key pieces of work. Where pupils
have completed notes, practice tasks or skills-building activities in their exercise books, it is likely that these will not receive
written feedback from their teacher. This does not mean that their
teacher does not look at or does not value their work.
Parents need to be aware that there may be limited written feedback
from teachers in some exercise books but be reassured that pupils are
given useful feedback in other ways.
The most important thing is that pupils and teachers know what the
pupils are doing well and what they need to do to improve; crucially,
teachers need to plan the teaching of next steps for pupils to ensure
that they are able to make good progress. Subject teachers and Heads
of Department will be happy to explain the approaches to marking and
feedback in their subjects.

Reporting to Parents/Carers
We know that parents/carers are always keen to know how pupils are settling in at school and hope for regular checks of their
child’s progress. During the year there will be a number of progress checks and opportunities for you to meet with your child’s
tutor and teachers:


Attitude to Learning—During the Autumn Term, pupils will receive a review that reports on the attitude to learning they
have shown so far to give an early indication of how they have settled in.



Year 7 ‘Settling In’ and Learning Support Parents’ Evening— Parents/carers are invited to as early Parents’ Evening just
for Year 7 in the Autumn Term. This is a chance to meet your child’s tutor and discuss how they are settling in at school
plus any early successes or concerns.



Year 7 Parents’ Evening—The main Parents’ Evening will be an opportunity to meet with all your child’s teachers and
discuss with them how your child is getting on. Each appointment will be for five minutes; if you feel that you need a
longer conversation with a particular teacher, you will be able to make a follow-up appointment for a more in-depth
conversation at another time. The school uses an online booking system for Parents’ Evenings .



Year 7 Assessment Tracker— two assessment trackers across the year will be sent to you containing information on the
progress and attitude of your child.

Attitude to Learning
O

Outstanding — pupil consistently goes above and beyond to
complete all work, is fully engaged, is keen to improve and acts
upon all feedback.

G

Good — pupil completes all work to a good standard, is consistently engaged and acts upon all feedback given.

S

Satisfactory – pupil completes work to an acceptable standard,
does not disrupt lessons and will act on feedback.

I

Inconsistent — pupil completes some work, but leaves other
tasks unfinished, is sometimes engaged, but also spends time off
-task and does not respond effectively to feedback.

U

Abs

Unsatisfactory—-pupil does not arrive to lessons on time or
properly equipped, will not complete work set or act on feedback.
Absent— pupil has been absent from school/lessons—unable to
comment at this time.

Trajectories
At KS3, we use a system of ‘trajectories’ to track
pupils’ progress in each subject, mapping out
progression from KS2 through to GCSE. This supports
teachers in planning for individual pupils and in
setting precise targets for improvement of individual
skills.
These trajectories are numbered 1-5, with 5 being
the highest. This trajectory gives an indication of the
grade your child is likely to reach at GCSE if they
continue at their current rate of progress and effort.

T5 leads to grades 7-9

T2 leads to grades 3-4

T4 leads to grade 5-7

T1 leads to grades 1-3

T3 leads to grade 4-5

Communication between Home and School
We are keen to keep in touch with you! Letters are sent home via email using an automated system and we can also contact
you easily by text or telephone call. In the unlikely event of an emergency where we have to close the school, you will be
notified by text and email.

It is absolutely vital that we have your up-to-date contact details.
We ask you to give us as many contact phone numbers as possible for use in an emergency: we like to have your home phone,
your mobile number and your work number plus the number for an additional trusted person (e.g. a grandparent or other
relative) whom we can contact if we are unable to reach you for any reason. We also need your correct home address and
email address. Don’t forget to let us know straight away if you change any of your details for any reason, perhaps because of a
house move, a job change, a new phone contract, a change of email service provider, a change of mind…
If you need to update your contact details, please email the changes to office@camshill.com, giving the names and tutor
groups of each of your children.

Contacting us
If you need to get in touch, you can contact us via the office@camshill.com email address, which will then be forwarded to the
relevant member of staff. You can use this system to get in touch with teachers, tutors and the Year Teams. There is also a
contact form on our school website, www.camshill.com, which you can use if you are having problems with your email access.

Don’t have email?
If you do not have access to email, your child can collect a paper copy of any letter sent home. These are held in the letter rack
on the wall by the Resources Room. Letters can also be found on the Cams Hill School website under the School Life—Practical
Details tab.

Problems with email?
If you realise that you are not receiving school emails, this may be because your Internet service provider considers emails from
us to be spam and filters these out. This is because we send out emails in bulk. As a first step, check other folders in your email
account such as ‘Junk Mail’, ‘Bulk Mail’, ‘Filtered Mail’ and ‘Spam’. You should double-check these folders regularly. You should
also add our school email address and Groupcall email address to your contacts to ensure your Internet Service Provider
recognises the email address. These email addresses are office@camshill.com and 8505416@groupcallalert.com.
You should receive our Weekly Message every Friday afternoon by email. If you do not receive this, please contact the school
by email to office@camshill.com.

Giving us your details—registration form
We have sent separately a registration form that you will need to fill in and send back to us as soon as possible. Please give us
as much detail as possible on this form, including all of your up to date contact details. Please try not to leave any parts of the
form blank. On the front of the form, there are spaces for you to fill out your child’s legal surname (as shown on their birth
certificate or changed by deed poll—you have to send in a photocopy of these documents with the form) plus a space for your
to enter their preferred surname. We aim to send out all correspondence under the child’s preferred surname—if you receive
any correspondence under your child’s legal surname but would like to change this to a different surname for day-to-day
purposes, please contact us via office@camshill.com. Note: exam certificates will be issued under legal surnames only.

A little extra help…
Free School Meals
If you are in receipt of one or more of the following, your child might be eligible for free school meals:

 Income Support
 Income-based Job Seekers' Allowance
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
 the Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit
 Child Tax Credit, provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit, and have an annual gross income of no more
than £16,190 as assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs 1

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
 Universal Credit— if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax
and not including any benefits you get)
Application for free school meals is all done online at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hc3s/freeschoolmeals.htm. If you enter
‘Hampshire free school meals’ into Google, this is the first site that comes up; there is also a link to this page from our school
website, www.camshill.com. The Hampshire website is not the clearest to use and it can be hard to spot where to click to
complete the online form. When you arrive on the page, the link you need to click is the one that says ‘I would like to check
for free school meal eligibility’. After you click this link, it takes you straight into the form.
If you do not have access to the internet or are finding it difficult to apply, please call us and we will help you.

Travel to School
Children entitled to Free School Meals or whose parent/carer is in receipt of the MAXIMUM level of Working Tax Credit, may
receive travel assistance if the child is attending any of the 3 nearest qualifying schools for their primary home address, and
the distance from home to school is between 2 miles and 6 miles. If entitlement to the maximum level of Working Tax Credit
or free school meals ceases during the academic year, free school transport will continue to be provided until the end of the
academic year.
All the information and the link to the online form can be found at:
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/traveltoschool/sch-transport/stforms.htm

Think you might be eligible but need some help?
We’ll help. Call us on 01329 231641 or send a quick email to office@camshill.com

Essential Information
Contact Us:
Cams Hill School
Shearwater Avenue
Fareham
Hants
PO16 8AH
01329 231641
Reception is open 07.45-16.30
(Tuesdays 07.45-15.15)
www.camshill.com

Term Dates 2019-2020
Autumn Term 2019:
Wednesday 4 September – INSET Day no pupils in school
Thursday 5 September - First day of school
Monday 28 October-Friday 1 November-Half Term
Monday 4 November—Back to school
Friday 20 December—Last day of term
Monday 23 December—Friday 3 January—Holiday
Spring Term 2020
Monday 6 January—Back to school

office@camshill.com
When you email us, please identify who you
would like the email to reach in the subject line
(e.g. ‘FAO Head of Year 7’).
*Please note that if you are asking for an email
response that is personalised for your child rather than for general information, we may need
to contact you to confirm your identity before
we reply to your specific query. Once you have
given us your email address on your registration
form, this will no longer be an issue.

Monday 17 February-Friday 21 February-Half Term
Monday 24 February-Back to school
Friday 3 April-Last day of term
Monday 6 April-Monday 17 April-Holiday
Summer Term 2020:
Tuesday 20 April-Back to school
Monday 4 May-Bank Holiday (school closed)
Monday 25 May-Friday 29 May-Half Term
Monday 1 June-Back to school

Times of the School day:

Wednesday 22 July-Last day of term

Monday: 08.30-15.15

*We will inform parents/carers of further INSET Days as soon as they are
confirmed.

Tuesday: 08.30-14.10 (note early finish)

You can download a copy of the school terms and holiday dates at

Wednesday—Friday: 08.30-15.15

https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schoolholidays

Return the registration form, documents and all reply slips to Cams Hill School by Monday 3 June 2019

